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to benefit Habitat for Humanity
of Southeastern Michigan





FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
The World’s Biggest House Party is Habitat for Humanity’s fundraising event for Southeastern Michigan. During the weekend of October 3 and 4, donors, volunteers and friends will host house parties for their families, friends, coworkers, neighbors etc. House Party guests will make donations to Habitat in Detroit, Lenawee, Macomb, Oakland and Washtenaw counties to support home construction and family programs in those counties. Habitat will “coach” each house party host through the website and via email, providing a “toolbox” of party resources for them that includes a tote bag, a lawn sign, donation box, guest sign-in sheet, donation collection instructions, pre-addressed return envelope, host survey and Habitat DVD for guest viewing.

Where did the idea come from for The World’s Biggest House Party?

In 2008, a small group of Habitat volunteers came up with the idea as they talked about the rising cost of throwing the customary “black-tie” fundraiser. Research shows that many signature fundraising events cost almost as much as they earn. Since Habitat focuses more than 90% of its revenue on programs and had a very small budget for a fundraising event, the volunteers decided to create an event with low overhead and a higher margin of return. This way most of the revenue from the event would actually pay for family services and home construction rather than for the event itself.

Since Habitat for Humanity is all about homes, the volunteers wanted to plan an event that would take place in homes all over Southeastern Michigan and that could include people from every community and income bracket.

In 2009, during the first annual House Party held on November 8, partygoers raised money that supported new homes and new lives for 11 local families.

Thus, The World’s Biggest House Party was born.

Where does the money go? 

The funds raised will go to each of the five Habitat affiliates as designated by party hosts to support their building campaigns. There are many, many families on waiting lists in every county hoping to get a hand up to help them obtain decent and afford houses.

Do I have to solicit funds?

The purpose of the World’s Biggest House Party is to raise funds to support Habitat’s mission in Southeastern Michigan. We will provide support and training via the www.worldsbiggesthouseparty.org and email to help you prepare your guests ahead of time to make contributions. Guests may either make donations via the website or in your home in the donation boxes we are supplying, along with fund collection information and pre-addressed return envelopes for donations. A DVD will also be supplied that contains information about Habitat and its mission and helps hosts in asking their guests for contributions.

Do I have to pay to host the party?

Your house party will serve as a donation to Habitat’s local mission. We are working with local sponsors to try and provide you with special discounts and offers on food for the event. As a registered host, we will keep you up to date on anything new that happens that would affect your party before the event.
Who can I talk to in order to get more information?

Visit www.worldsbiggesthouseparty.org to get all the information you need on the event and to find party-planning tips that will help you throw a great and fun party for your guests. Please visit the Contact page on the website for more contact information.

I’d rather be a guest. Can I sign up to attend a party?

Yes. Sign up at the website under “Be a Guest” where public parties will be posted.

Will you just take a donation?

We would be happy to take a donation for the event. You may donate online at the website or send a donation to your local Habitat affiliate.

How to you expect to raise the funds?

We are actively looking for hosts to hold house parties on October 3 or 4. Each host will invite their family, friends, neighbors, coworkers, etc. to participate in the event and to make contributions to Habitat. Guests may donate in advance at the website or in person at the event.

What kind of support and training is available for hosts?

Each host will receive a “host toolbox” in the form of a tote that will include instructions, lawn sign, donation box, guest sign-in sheet, donation collection instructions, pre-addressed return envelope, host survey and Habitat DVD for guest viewing. The website also will be kept fresh with newsletters about what is happening and party ideas and tips from Chef Sherry of A Taste of Life.

